BIG COUNTRY REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

APRIL 15, 2009

Roll Call:
H. T. Fillingim, Chair


Fisher County Hospital



Bobbie Collom, Secretary

North Runnels Hospital EMS



Todd Barnes, Vice-Chair

Eastland EMS



Josie Fillingim



Fisher County EMS



Tammy Heidenheimer

Stamford EMS



Sheila Kuehler



Knox Co. Hospital



Randy King



Throckmorton Hospital



Lee Ann Fraser


Stonewall Memorial Hospital



Alicia Whitt



Stephens Memorial Hospital





Marlee Puckett


Executive Coordinator

Guest: Gary Griffith, DSHS

Meeting called to order by H. T. Fillingim at 1005. A quorum is present.

Minutes of the February meeting approved as posted on the website; motion by Todd Barnes, second by Sheila Kuehler, all in favor, none opposed.

Treasurer’s report presented by Marlee Puckett, Executive Coordinator:


American State Bank



$ 37,110.36 (no activity on account)


Citizens Bank (04/15/09)


$44,247.18

(Operating money/dues, etc account)


EMS County Money #027732

$123,508.00


EMS Tobacco
#028507


$  64,002.22

Motion to accept treasurer’s report by Josie Fillingim, second by Tammy Heidenheimer; all in favor, none opposed.

Old Business: TETAF Dues –No updated information received from TETAF.
The ClearWire modem cannot be found, and the Executive Committee will recommend to the General Assembly that we pay the $200 cancellation fee and get out from under this contract.

Website – Marlee reports there have been new tabs added to the RAC web page (www.bigcountryrac.org) that will link to equipment and vendors. She is in the process of working with Amanda to add links to our neighboring RACs. Randy King would also like to see a link from the home page to some of the resources he has found for suicide prevention/awareness information under Injury Prevention. Discussion on how best to get this information out to the general public and it was suggested that the RAC put an ad in the paper, public service announcements on local TV stations and reference the RAC website. It was also suggested that we add Safety City, County Extension Agent, and 211 to the Injury Prevention tab.
Injury Prevention/Education Monies – Discussion concerning the allocation of Tobacco monies between Injury Prevention and Education or combining the funds and making one equal distribution to all eligible entities. There is approximately $77,000 to be distributed, but the RAC usually buys car seats for Safety City because it serves not only Abilene, but all the surrounding counties. It was suggested that we spend approximately $24,000 to purchase car seats for Safety City; which would leave approximately $53,000 to be split equally among the eligible entities. It is estimated there are 42 RAC-D members, and using that number, each entity would receive about $1200.
New Business: EMS County Funds – These funds are to be distributed to the eligible EMS providers using the percentages used in the past. Marlee will note the amount each provider is to receive and they should get those receipts and cancelled checks and their current needs assessment to her on or before June 30, 2009. The sooner the better.
Nominating Committee – This will be presented in General Assembly and we will ask for volunteers to assist Josie Fillingim who has already volunteered to serve on this committee.

Chair Comments: Hospitals and EMS providers in Texas are in danger of losing funding due to Senate Bill 896 proposed by Sen. Eliot Shapleigh of El Paso. His proposal to repeal the Driver’s Responsibility Program would take millions of dollars away from trauma systems in Texas. It is important that all of you contact the State representatives in your area and voice your opinion on this issue and ask them to vote “NO” to this SB896. 

Also, HB4586 which will be voted on tomorrow (4/16/09) should be supported and you can also ask your local State representatives to vote “YES” on this bill. Senate Bill #1 is also a bill that will put more money into the State trauma systems and should be supported. Marlee will copy information to be handed out to the General Assembly which will explain the ramifications of all of these votes, and the importance of everyone voicing their opinions to their State officials.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1140.
Respectfully submitted, 

Bobbie L Collom, Secretary

