The Public Health Preparedness Unit, Community Preparedness Section

(CPS), Texas Department of State Health Services, is pleased to announce

the launch of the Texas Disaster Volunteer Registry in January 2008.

For the past three years, CPS staff have collaborated with key Texas

medical and health care partners, licensing and regulatory boards, local

health department representatives, volunteer coordinators, and other

emergency management representatives to build the Texas Disaster

Volunteer Registry, our State’s version of the federally-mandated

Emergency Systems for Advance Registration of Volunteer Health

Professionals (or ESAR-VHP).

Since the beginning of this project, the goal always has been to build

a system that would not only meet federal mandates and enhance statewide

disaster response, but also a system that would work best for Texas by

providing local jurisdictions with an effective volunteer management

tool.

The Web-based Registry will have the capabilities to call down and

activate volunteers, verify professional licensure, credential medical

and healthcare volunteers, deploy, and track volunteers. The Registry

also will provide administrative and reporting tools.

The Registry is designed to be a tool, first, for local response --

then branching out

to regional and state-wide response when local resources are

exhausted.

To accomplish this, starting in 2008, CPS, with the help of

SUMA/Orchard Social Marketing, will conduct regional meetings across the

State with key partners and stakeholders to provide detailed information

and a demonstration of the Registry. Also at these meetings, CPS staff

and local/regional partners will work toward identifying local and

regional administrators, integrating existing local volunteer systems

into the Registry, and developing a training schedule for local and

regional administrators.

Per federal requirements, Texas is expected to have a fully

operational, statewide ESAR-VHP system by the end of August 2008.

With your help, the Texas Disaster Volunteer Registry can become an

effective tool in our arsenal of resources for disaster response.

To help ensure wide distribution of this information, please feel free

to share this e-mail and two attachments with your partners who may have

an interest in recruiting and managing disaster response volunteers.

Attached, please find a one-page document and a PowerPoint presentation

that offer additional details about the Texas Disaster Volunteer

Registry.

If you have questions or would like additional information, please

contact Belinda Hare, State Disaster Volunteer  Coordinator, Community

Preparedness Section, phone (512) 458-7219, or via e-mail at

Belinda.hare@dshs.state.tx.us.
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